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Part 1

Introduction



NATURE.COM/NATURE
4 September 2014 £10

Vol. 513, No. 7516

PUBLIC HEALTH

WHERE THERE’S 
NO SMOKE

What we don’t know 
about e-cigarettes

PAGE 20

NEUROSCIENCE

BRAIN 
TEASER

Fixing the Human 
Brain Project

PAGE 27

EXPERIMENTAL EVOLUTION

BEST FIN 
FORWARD

Tetrapod origin via 
developmental plasticity? 

PAGES 37 & 54

LANIAKEA
T H E  G A L A X Y  S U P E R C L U S T E R  T H AT  I N C L U D E S  T H E  M I L K Y  W AY  

PAGES 41 & 71

YO U  A R E  H E R E

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

The best journal  
covers (1) tell a story  
that represents the 
research accurately,  
(2) creatively, but  
without misleading  
elements,  (3) into  
one aesthetically- 
pleasing visual.



NATURE.COM/NATURE
20 November 2014 £10

Vol. 515, No. 7527

RESEARCH FUNDING

HIGH 
MAINTENANCE
The eye-watering costs of 

keeping the lights on
PAGE 326

CLIMATE CHANGE

CLEARING 
THE AIR

Manage pollutants and 
emissions in tandem

PAGE 335

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

HEART 
BREAKER 

Succinate build-up 
causes tissue injury   

PAGES 350 & 431

HEAD TO TAIL
Mouse ENCODE’s comprehensive data on genomic 
regulation — and human comparisons  PAGES 346 & 355

OUTLOOK
Melanoma

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E
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Covers are a perfect 
blend of science and 
art. The two things 
work together. First, 
there must be a clear  
concept (based on the 
science), and then it 
must be well executed 
(the art).



Covers are a bit like movie posters. 



Covers are a bit like movie posters. 

NATURE.COM/NATURE
25 August 2016

PHARMACEUTICALS

VITAL DRUGS 
MADE CHEAPER

Non-profit initiative 
targets neglected diseases 

PAGE 388

SUSTAINABILITY

CITIES COOK
CARBON BOOKS

Overhaul urban
emissions accounts

PAGE 391

ROBOTICS

THE SOFT 
MACHINE

Self-powered ‘octobot’ 
breaks new ground

PAGES 400 & 451

N E A R  H O R I Z O N
A warm terrestrial planet in orbit around 

Proxima Centauri, closest star to the Sun PAGES 408 & 437

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E



Covers are a bit like movie posters.  



Covers are a bit like movie posters.  

NATURE.COM/NATURE
16 February 2017 £10

Vol. 542, No. 7641

RESEARCH

TURKEY IN 
TURMOIL

Political upheaval puts 
science plans in doubt

PAGE 286

HISTORY

OUT OF THIS 
WORLD

Winston Churchill’s 
forgotten essay on aliens

PAGE 289

ENVIRONMENT

FIFTY YEARS 
AT SEA

Decadal analysis affirms 
oceanic oxygen loss

PAGE 303 & 335

Q U I N O A  G E N O M E
Crop sequence 

offers a taste of the 
future  PAGES 300 & 307

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E



Covers are a bit like movie posters.  



Covers are a bit like movie posters.  

NATURE.COM/NATURE
6 September 2012

PLANETARY SCIENCE

LAST RAYS 
OF THE SUN
Venerable Voyager 1 

can still  surprise
PAGES 20 & 124

PALAEONTOLOGY

HARNESSING 
FOSSIL POWER  

How China’s feathered 
dinosaurs sparked revolution

PAGE 22

TOXICOLOGY

RETHINK ON 
RISK DATA

Why the EPA should 
acknowledge uncertainty

PAGE 27 

GUIDEBOOK TO THE HUMAN GENOME  
The ENCODE project in print and online

PAGE 45

T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E



Covers are a bit like movie posters.  



Covers are a bit like movie posters.  



Part 2 

Concepts: objects and metaphors



NATURE.COM/NATURE
30 May 2013 £10

Vol. 497, No. 7451

COSMOLOGY

THE FIRST
LIGHT 

In pursuit of the most
distant galaxies

PAGE 554

CITATION

CROSSING THE  
BORDERS

International collaborations 
make the most impact 

PAGE 557

ANTICANCER DRUGS

A SITTING 
TARGET 

An indirect hit on 
‘undruggable’ KRAS protein

PAGES 577 & 638

Atomic 
structure 
of the AIDS 
pathogen’s 
protein coat 
PAGE 643

THE HIV-1 
CAPSID

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

THE HIV-1
CAPSID

Cover 30 May 2013 WF.indd   1 23/05/2013   12:31

Some things are  
easier to visualise  
than others. Things 
(cells, planets, qubits) 
are easier to show 
than phenomena  
or processes  
(quantumness,  
signalling).

Concept: easy



However, not all  
research can be visually 
summed up by  
showing relevant  
objects. If that is the 
case, visual metaphors 
must be employed.

Concept: not so easy



We use symbols 
and metaphors 
instinctively  
to visually  
communicate 
ideas. 



We use symbols 
and metaphors 
instinctively  
to visually  
communicate 
ideas. 

NATURE.COM/NATURE
2 May 2013 £10

Vol. 497, No. 7447

OPTICS

LOOK 
AROUND YOU

Digital cameras with 
an insect-eye view

PAGES 47 & 95

RISK ANALYSIS

RECIPE FOR 
DISASTER

Today’s global networks 
are programmed to fail

PAGE 51

CAREERS

MONEY FROM 
THE MASSES

How to make the most 
of crowdfunding

PAGE 147

GMOs
The promise. The reality.   

PAGE 21

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E



Some visual  
metaphors have 
become clichéd. 
They are overused, 
lack impact, and 
are to be avoided.

Common clichés: question mark, puzzle pieces, chess, scissors



Part 3

From concept to image:  
executing the art



OUTLOOK
Multiple
sclerosis

NATURE.COM/NATURE
1 December 2016

PLANETARY SCIENCE

PLUTO’S ICY 
HEARTLAND

A closer look at the 
Sputnik Planitia basin

PAGES 42 & 86

CELL BIOLOGY

INSIDE 
MITOCHONDRIA 
The dynamics of the energy-

producing organelle
PAGES 43, 74 & 139

GLOBAL FOOD SUPPLY

MAKING MORE 
OF FOOD

Focused nutrition research 
and reliable metrics are key

PAGES 30 & 33

GERM-CELL  
TUMOUR 
GENOMICS
The evolution of chemoresistance 
in germ-cell cancers PAGE 114

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

Covers should have:  
(1) technical quality 
(2) aesthetic value  
or ‘beauty’



NATURE.COM/NATURE
16 April 2015

HUBBLE AT 25

STAR 
PERFORMER

The space telescope is a 
tough act to follow

PAGES 282 & 287

CANCER THERAPY

TARGET 
SELECTION
Druggable Ras and 

precision care in sight
PAGES 278 & 290

PLANETARY SCIENCE

A TOUCH OF 
MERCURY

The missing ingredient 
in Earth’s mantle

PAGES 299 & 337

Positive ID
Towards better cancer 
cell-line authentication  
and experimental 
reproducibility  
PAGES 264 & 307

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

Breaking that  
down into basics:  
(1) composition;  
(2) image quality,  
such as clarity and  
resolution; and  
(3) colour.



Composition: the rule of thirds



NATURE.COM/NATURE
16 April 2015

HUBBLE AT 25

STAR 
PERFORMER

The space telescope is a 
tough act to follow

PAGES 282 & 287

CANCER THERAPY

TARGET 
SELECTION
Druggable Ras and 

precision care in sight
PAGES 278 & 290

PLANETARY SCIENCE

A TOUCH OF 
MERCURY

The missing ingredient 
in Earth’s mantle

PAGES 299 & 337

Positive ID
Towards better cancer 
cell-line authentication  
and experimental 
reproducibility  
PAGES 264 & 307

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

Composition: the rule of thirds



Composition: the golden ratio



Composition: the golden ratio



Composition: simplicity



NATURE.COM/NATURE
11 May 2017 £10

Vol. 545, No. 7653

BIOTECHNOLOGY

FAKES IN THE 
LABORATORY

Counterfeit reagents hamper 
Chinese research

PAGE 148

HYDROLOGY

MELTING IN 
THE HEAT

Asia’s glaciers are key water 
source during dry spells

PAGES 161 & 169

PLURIPOTENCY

CANCER 
WARNING

Mutations seen in cultured 
human embryonic stem cells

PAGES 160 & 229

MOTION PICTURE
Crystallography captures lipid bilayer in the 

throes of rocking calcium pump PAGES 162 & 193

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

Composition: simplicity



NATURE.COM/NATURE
20 April 2017 £10

Vol. 544, No. 7650

GENOMICS

RINGS OF 
POWER

The circular proteins that 
may tie DNA in loops

PAGE 284

ECOLOGY

SALAMANDERS 
AT RISK

Virulent power of fatal 
fungal infection revealed

PAGES 300 & 353

CAREERS

BALANCING 
THE BOOKS

Financial planning for 
postdocs and beyond

PAGE 381

F I L M 
P R O D U C E R
Remote epitaxy with graphene 
turns substrate into copy 
machine PAGES 301 & 340

OUTLINE
Corneal  
repair

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

Quality: clarity and resolution - starts in the lab

NATURE.COM/NATURE
22 October 2015 £10

Vol. 526, No. 7574

MODERN LIFE

WHAT’S THE 
RUSH?

Diary lab reveals why 
life is so hectic 

PAGE 492

POLLUTION

UNPICK CHINA’S
CHOKING MIX

Noxious cocktail mystifies 
atmospheric chemists

PAGE 497

ASTROPHYSICS

THE DYING OF 
THE LIGHT

A disintegrating planet 
orbiting a white dwarf

PAGES 515 & 546

A human 
organoid 

with a full 
set of renal 

cell types  
PAGES 512 & 564

KIDNEY IN A DISH

OUTLOOK
Science  

masterclass

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

© 2015 Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved



Quality: colour blindness - avoid red and green combo



NATURE.COM/NATURE
24 April 2014

MEDICAL GENOMICS

NEW GOAL FOR 
HEALTH CARE

Clinics should generate and 
exploit genetic data

PAGE 451

GLOBAL WARMING

DESIGNER 
REEFS

Biologists tailor corals 
for hostile oceans

PAGE 444

GEOPHYSICS

ROOTS OF PLATE 
TECTONICS

Inherited lithospheric 
damage paves the way

PAGE 513

REASONS FOR Y 
The evolution and 

multiple functions 
of the mammalian 

Y chromosome 
 PAGES 463, 488 & 494

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

The is no ‘best’  
artistic media.  
Quality and  
composition can  
come from classic  
techniques like painting 
and drawing to  
electronic forms like  
3D rendering,  
microscopy or digital  
photography.

Drawing



NATURE.COM/NATURE
12 March 2015

CONFLICT RESOLUTION

BUILDING 
BRIDGES

Long-standing disputes 
can be fixed — in theory

PAGE 148

LINGUISTICS

SCIENTIFICALLY 
SPEAKING

How English became the 
academic lingua franca

PAGE 154

RISK MANAGEMENT

TAKING IT 
PERSONALLY 

Model the growing 
interconnectivity of risk

PAGE 151

THE HUMAN EPOCH
Defining the Anthropocene  PAGES 144 & 171

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

The is no ‘best’  
artistic media.  
Quality and  
composition can  
come from classic  
techniques like painting 
and drawing to  
electronic forms like  
3D rendering,  
microscopy or digital  
photography.

Digital illustration and 
photography



nature.com/nature
20/27 December 2012 £10

Vol. 492, No. 7429

oenology

grape 
expectations

How winegrowers are 
coping with climate change

page 351

mentorship awards

northern 
lights

Nordic trio stress personal 
dimension to supervision

page 457

calendar

events 
directory 2013
Your guide to global science 

events and courses
back pages & nature.com

The newsmakers of the year page 335

ONE YEAR. TEN STORIES.

outlook
Psoriasis

t h e  i n t e r n at i o n a l  w e e K ly  J o U r n a l  o F  s c i e n c e

The is no ‘best’  
artistic media.  
Quality and  
composition can  
come from classic  
techniques like painting 
and drawing to  
electronic forms like  
3D rendering,  
microscopy or digital  
photography.

3D rendering



The is no ‘best’  
artistic media.  
Quality and  
composition can  
come from classic  
techniques like painting 
and drawing to  
electronic forms like  
3D rendering,  
microscopy or digital  
photography.

Bespoke modelling 
software



NATURE.COM/NATURE
10 September 2015 £10

Vol. 525, No. 7568

THREE TRILLION AND COUNTING  
Mapping tree density at a global scale PAGES 168 & 201

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  W E E K LY  J O U R N A L  O F  S C I E N C E

Moving image:  
the future will  
be animated. 



Thank you

naturegraphics.tumblr.com
@kellybkrause


